Section 2

GERMAN IDEAS ON THE BALANCE OF POWER IN EUROPE.

THE "LEBENSRAUM" THEORY.

THE LEADER STATE

As far as Germany extends she is spoiling culture.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, Ecce Homo.

In their intellectual isolation the German philosophers and savants, historians
and politicians represented German civilisation and culture as the summit of
human development, and in the name of this usurped superiority proclaimed the
right of Prussian Pangermanism to subjugate by force and violence.

T. G. MASARYK.

INTROD UCTORT NOTE

Obviously) a nation which is chosen and called to the government of the
world must first have its "living space". The conception of European
equilibrium is in that nation's view fundamentally false^ since it sets
limits to German dynamism^ which can have no limits but the limits of the
world. Although Wilhelm Unfavourite conception^ ^a place in the sun\
renamed Lebensrau'm by Adolf Hitler^ and now^for German diplomatic
requirements^ in turn become Ordnungs-Raum, came into being during
the first half of the nineteenth century ^ and thereafter was a permanent
concept in German literature^ it does not connote something geographically
defined. It is a variable conception^ whose application is dependent
only on German strength. Fundamentally^ Lebensraum connotes in
German minds all the accessible world^ on the whole of which they would
like to impose their pax Germanica.

As a chosen nation^ Germans do not bother to inquire why German
Lebensraum has to arise on the ruins and rubble of other nations whoy
making no claim to Lebensraum, none the less have at least a right to
life and the right to preserve the heritage of their forefathers.

The theory of Lebensraum is complemented by another theory', namely
that just as at the head of a nation must be a Fuhrer^ so among the nations
there must be a Fuhrer-Staat^ to which all others must be subject and
obedient. The Germans^ of course^ have no doubt whatever that this
Fuhrer-Staat should be the Reich.
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